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Yashington
LUGGAGE AND LEATHER GOODS COMI'ITTEE APPOINTED

Appointnent of & committee to recomménd a minimum wege for the luggege and
leather goods industry was announced today by Colonel Philip 3. Fleming. Admin-
istrator of the Wage and Hour Divislon, United States Department of Labor.
(Federal Register, Mar 17, 1940.)

As defined, the "Luggage and Leather Goods Industry" smmloys some 18,000
vaie earners.. The definition ise:

"(a) The memuosture from any material of lugooge including, but not by way
of limitation, trwilts, suilcsses, iraveling bags, briof cases. saimle cases; the
nenufacture of instrument coses covered with loather, imltation lesather or fabric
including, but not by way of limitntion, poerteble redio ceses; the menufacture of
szall leother goods end like srticlies made from fabriz or imitstion leather, except
iritetion leather mode from paper; but not the momufacture of bodies, panels, and

frames fron netrl, wood, fiber or naperboord for eny of the sbove nrticles.

"(b) The menufacture from leather, imitetion leather or fabric of cut stock
‘and findings for any of the srticles covered in Section (a)."

Explaining the ‘definition, o mcmorandum to Colonel Flening from Burton D.
Oppenheim, Director of the Industry Conmittce Brench of the Division, strtes:

"It is intended to cover in this definition the operrtions and products
characteristic of trunk, luggege plents and such portion of the menufacture of
leather gnods as has not alresdy becn nllocated elsewhere by ..o industry defini-
tions, or belongs in some other industry, not yet defined, such as the manufacture
of saddlery, harness, and vhips."

Menmbers of the committee were selected after consultotion with both trede
associntions and union groups active in the industry. John J. Murray, o 3oston
attorney, os a nublic member will be Chairmon of the Committee. Mr. Murray formerly
served as Chalrmnn of the Massachusetts State 3oard of Arbitration.

Other public nembers of the conmittee are Harry ¥. Newburger, former Vice-

President and Director of Bamberger & Co., New York City; George Thonns 3rown of
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the Department of Economics, Catholic University, Washington, D. C.; Tipton R.
Sahavely, Professor of Econonics, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginis;
Willien G. Rice, Jr., Professor of Law, University of Wisconsin, Medison, Wis.;

End Joseplr A. McClain, Jr., Dean of the Schnol of Law; Washington University,

St. Louis, Missouri.

The comnittee members representing the employees are: Saruel Loderman of
Chicogn, General Secroiary-Trepsurer of the Internationsl Lrdies! Hendbag &
ﬁovelty Workers' Union (A.F. of L.); Joseph Isrnel Levitsky of Philadelphia and
Jeck Weiselberg of Brooklyn; New York, bnth members of the general executive board
éf the sene union; E. A. Barker of Petersburg, Virginla, and John Peterson of Racine
Wisconsin, also nembers of the same union; and A. M. Reuter of St. ILouis, Missouri,
representing the Lugeage and Lenther Workers Union (C.I1.0.).

For the employers: George S. 3ernerd of Anerican Hardware Co., Inc., Pecters-
burg, Virginia; Stonlecy Klein of Mendel-Drucker, Inc., Cincinneti, Ohio; S. H.
Lifton of the llew Rexbilt Leather Goods Corporation, New York City; Robert He
Rolfs, of the Amity Lenther Products Corporation, West 3end, Wiscousin; Louls
Leflzowitz of L. Lefkowitz & Brother, Inc., Mow Brunswick, New Jersey, and
ilton W. Daub of the Boyle Leather Goods Company, Inc., New York City.

Under the Fair Labor Standards Act the coimittee is suthorized to recormend
the highest ninirmun wage up to 40 cents an hour which will not ceuse substontial
eurteilnent of employment in the industry. Any wege recounendstion of the
comnittee will be the subject of a pudblic heering ot which any interested party
may apperr before a wage order for the industry is issued, The initial neceting

of the committee will be announced in the near future.
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