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• - '• LUGGAGE AKD LEATHER GOODS COI-1'ITTEE APPOIITTED y P i y 'Pi.: 

Appointnent of a connittee to reconn§nd a nininun wage for the lugf-̂ age end 

leather goods industry was announced today by Colonel Philip B. Flening, Adnin

istrator of the Wage and Hour Division, United States Depr.rtnent of Labor. 

(Federal Register, Maj-- 17, 1940.) " ' . ' y . r 'y ;'_. '', V ' ' 

As defined, the "Li:igt:at:5e a:id Leather Goods Industrj.̂ " snplcj''s sone 18,000 

vay;e earners. The defliiitiou is: ' - ' ^ 
"(a) The naji-̂ ii'a:turo fron auj'- nateriaJL of lugiTnge including, but not bj^ vay 

of limitation, trujihoi jui-lcates: •':raveliiig brV^s, brief ca.sos- saxrple ca-ses* the 
nanufaoturc of inE-Grurr.ont cases covered vrltli loii.thor, imitation leather or fabric 
including, but not hy \-ra;r of li"i-':n.tion, pcrta.blc rad'.o ca.ses; the manufacture of 
snail leather goods and liko articles naxle froa fabrir, or initr.tion leather, except 
initf.tion leather mado fron paper; but not the n-a-aufacbure of bodies, panels, and 
frames frbn netrl, wood, fiber or paperboard for anj' of the a.bove articles. 

"(b) The nanufacturc fron leather, imitation leather or fabric of cut stock 
and findings for nnj- of the a.rticlcs covered in Section (a,)." 

Explaining tho definition, r. ncnornndun to Colonol Flening fron Burton D. 

Opponhoim, Director of the Industry Connittee Branch of the Division, states: 

"It is intended to cover in this definition the operations nnd products 
characteristic of trunk, lu^Gr-ge plants and such portion of tho nanufa.cturo of 
len.ther goods ns h,as not nlreadj' been allocated elsevrhcrc bj' .- industrj'̂  defini
tions, or belongs in sone other industrj;-, not y o t defined, ouch ns the nanufa.cture 
of saddlerj'-, harness, and v/hips." 

Menbers of the connittee vere selected after consultation vith both trade 

associations a.nd union groups active in the industry. John J. Murray, a, Boston 

attornej.'-, as a public ncnbcr will be Chairnan of the Connittoo. Mr. !̂ur̂ fly fornerly 

served as Chaiman of the Massachusetts State Boâ rd of Arbitra-tion. 

Other public nenbers of the connittee are Harry V?. llewburger, fomor Vice-

President and Director of Bamberger & Co., New York Citj''; George Thona.s Brown of 
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the Departnent of Econonics, Catholic Universitj', Washington, D. C ; Tipton R. 

Suavely, Professor of Econonics, University of Virgirda, Ch'''-^lottcsvillc, Virginia; 

Willirxi G. Rice, Jr., Professor of Lav, Univcrr.ity of Wiscousin, Madison, 77is.; 

and Joseph A. McClain, Jr., Dean of the School nf Lav** Washington Univcrsitjr, 

St. Louis, Missouri. 

The coni.iittee nenbers representing tho cnploj'-Qcs are: Saxiucl Ladcrnaji of 

Chicago, General Secretarj'-Treasuror of the Intorna.tioupl Ladies' Handbag & 

Novelty Workers' Union (A.F. of L.); Joseph Israel Levitsky of Philadelphia ajid 

Jack Weiselbcrg of Brooklj-ni Ncv/ York, both nenbers of the general executive board 

of the r^ar.c iu.ion; E. A. Barker of Petersburg, Virginiav, and John Peternon of Racine 

Wisconsin, also nenbers of the sane iriion; nnd A. M. Renter of St. Louia, Missouri, 

rcprcsc:iti:ig the Lugga.ge and Leather 7/orkors Union (C.I.O.). 

For the enployers: George S. Bernard of Ancrican Hardware Co., Inc., Peters

burg, Virginia; Stanlcj/- Klein of Mendel-Drucl:er, Inc., Cincinnati, Ohio; S. H. 

Lifton of the Nev/ Rcxbilt Leather Goods Corporation, New York City; Robert H, 

Rolfs, of the Anity Leather Products Corporation, West Bond, Wisconsin; Louis 

Lefkov/itz of L, Lefkowitz & Brother, Inc., Now Brunswick, New Jcrsej'', and 

Milton 7/. Daub of the Boj'-le Leather Goods Conpniiy, Inc., llcw York Citj;-, 

Under the Fair La.bor Standards Act the coi.'initteo is authorized to rcconncnd 

the hit'hcst nininun yaAgc up to 4̂"' cents pxi hour vrhich vrill aot ca.use substantial 

eurtrilnent nf euploj/ncnt i:i the ir.dustrj''. Any wage rcconneiidatiou of the 

comittce will be the subject of a public hcarir^ a.t vrhich any interested party 

ney appear beforo a wage order for the industrj"- ir, issued. The initial nceting 

of the connittee vrill be aJinouiiced in the near future, 
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